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Russians were helped to make a success of their revolutionary experiment. At the same time the anti-religious campaign which the Bolshevists were now deliberately pursuing as part of their educational system alienated a vast number more, who viewed their proceedings with the same horror that their forefathers had felt at the enthronement of the goddess of Reason after the French Revolution. These emotions were not favourable to any judicious estimate of the causes which had led to the Russian upheaval, or to any wise and cool way of dealing with it. More and more in these months the gulf was widening between Soviet Russia and Western Europe.
Germany After the War
Events in Germany during this period were no less important for the future of Europe. The end of the war left the country in a chaotic and dangerous condition, and when the Kaiser abdicated on November 9, 1918, Prince Max of Baden, the last of the Chancellors under the Imperial regime, handed over the reins to Ebert, the leader of the moderate Socialists, and retired.   The separate  States  now  began to proclaim  the Republic, and to form more or less revolutionary Governments.   In Berlin the Socialists under Ebert had to defend themselves against the Communists—the so-called Spartacists —who were working for a Soviet dictatorship.   An armed rebellion of the latter was forcibly repressed, and their leaders, Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, were arrested and killed by their guards.  The insistence of die Allies in maintaining their blockade until the peace was signed aggravated these troubles, and prolonged the sufferings of the German people.   On January 19, 1919, a Constitutional Assembly was elected, and, sitting at Weimar, formulated the new Constitution which was proclaimed on August n, 1919.
In the meantime there had been serious trouble in many of the Slates, especially Bavaria, where the Minister President, Kurt Eisner, was murdered by a Nationalist officer, and a Soviet Republic established itself in the struggle which followed, and had a brief reign. The necessity of signing the Treaty of Versailles shook the Government to its foundations, and the majority of Socialists and Centre party, who courageously undertook that responsibility, were subject to fierce attacks
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